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Malaysian Students' Council of Australia (MASCA) 

1 st Down Under Camp 2014 

: 11 th and 12 th January 2014 

: Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), Bangi, Malaysia 
: 150 new students & 80 committee and volunteers 




Figure 1: Committees, volunteers and participants of the 1 st DUC 2014 



The first Down Under Camp (DUC) was held on the 11th and 12th January 2014 at 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Bangi. The 1st Down Under Camp aims to prepare the 
new students who are about to begin their journey in Australia alongside providing a 
networking opportunity for them with the current student representatives from every 
Australian state and our fellow alumni. The inaugural DUC has successfully attracted 150 
new students to participate and 80 current students and alumni to volunteer. 




Figure 2: Participants living outside Kuala Lumpur and Selangor and volunteers arrived a day 

earlier on the 10th January 2014 
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Figure 3: Dato'Seh Idris Jusoh, the Education and Higher Learning Minister II giving the 

officiating speech for DUC 2014 



The camp starts its official participation registration on 11th January 2014, follows up 
with the first slot of the day, the general briefings session to provide the participants with 
important facts and information about life as a student in Australia. 

The 1 st DUC 2014 then was cordially officiated by Dato' Seri Idris Jusoh, the Education 
and Higher Learning Minister H. In his opening speech, having spent his high school days 
in Melbourne, Dato' Seri Idris Jusoh shared some remarkable stories of his personal 
experience and valuable advices with the participants especially the importance of being 
mini Malaysian ambassadors in Australia. 




Figure 4: Dato'Seh Idris Jusoh and the Education Figure 5: General Pre-departure Briefing 
Malaysia 
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Figure 6: Participants during the "Project X" session Figure 7: Participants in one of "Explore 

Australia" checkpoint 



The session continues after lunch with "Project X", an ice-breaking session which provide 
participants a chance to bond together with future and current students from the same 
states. This session is followed by "Explore Australia", where participants learn and test 
their practical knowledge and living skills in Australia through explorace game. 




Figure 8: Activities during "From Football Figure 9: Ustaz Fathul Bah during 

To Footy" "Fiqh Luar Negara" session 



After dinner, the Muslim participants had a session with an Islamic scholar, Dr. Fathul 
Bari from Ilmuan Muda Malaysia. During the session, students were given the 
opportunity to ask questions in regard to the potential challenges that they may face as 
Muslims living in Australia. Another session was also organised the same time for the 
non-Muslims called 'Football to Footy' with the Alumnus of MASCA, Jason Lee and Zaim 
Mohzani, who is both a MASCA alumnus, and currently a Perdana Fellow. It was an 
interactive session where the speakers shared their own personal experience living in 
Australia. Both sessions were organized to assist participants in adapting to life in 
Australia. 



Page | 5 




Figure 1 0: (From left) Aiman Azlan, Anwar Hadi, Jason Lee, Yazmin Azman and Zaim Mohzani in 

"Aiming for Southern Stars" 



The second day of the 1 st DUC started with "Aiming for Southern Star", a forum 
moderated by famous vlogger, Aiman Azlan with Anwar Hadi, Yazmin Azman, manager 
of Talentcorp, Jason Lee and Zaim Mohzani as the fellow panelists. The panel discussion 
touched on many key issues the participants would face later on in Australia such as 
identity, financial responsibility, time management and goal setting. 




Figure 11: YB Khairy Jamaluddin officiating Figure 12: Participants interacting with 
the closing ceremony of the 1 st DUC 2014 the children from charity houses 
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Malaysian Students' Council of Australia (MASCA) 



Given that activism and charity work is a celebrated culture in Australia, the Down Under 
Camp 2014 took a chance to introduce and instill those cultures in the participants by 
featuring an Open Day for less fortunate children from 6 charity houses around Klang 
Valley area. Children from the charity houses were treated with educational games, arts 
and craft, jumping castles, tele-matches, free food and many others. 

YB Khairy Jamaluddin, the Minister of Youth and Sports of Malaysia has officiated the 
closing ceremony of the inaugural DUC 2014. In his speech, YB Khairy Jamaluddin 
reminded the participants to take the opportunity to explore Australia and embrace the 
positives in their culture without letting go of our Eastern identity. Overall, the 1st DUC 
2014 was successful in achieving its two main goals, which are providing an opportunity 
for overseas students to contribute back to the local community and also strengthening 
the relationship between new and current students. It is hoped that the 1st DUC will be a 
stepping stone for more beneficial events in the future. 




Figure 15: Committee and volunteers have a close bonding session during the DUC Open Day 
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Project X 



Settling down in each state in Australia needs an extensive 
planning, with us to assist, nothing is 'Mission Impossible'! 



Vniveriiii KebangMum Matajyua 



Experience Australia 



Explore Australia from Malaysia. Fun filled game that wiLL 
practically help you prepare for Aussie! 



From Football to Footy 



Jason Lee. a proud Australian graduate from Malaysia 
will share Information that you need to know 
during your transition period. 
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Figure 16: The 1 st DUC official poster 
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Malaysian Students' Council of Australia (MASCA) 



A ppendix: Summary of MASCA 




Malaysian Students' Council of Australia 

• Peak student representative council for Malaysian students in Australia. 

• Australia has the largest Malaysian student community overseas with over 20,000 
students. 

• MASCA is a multiracial, multicultural, non-political and non-profit organisation 
run by students for students. 

• Our mission is to represent and serve the interest and welfare of the Malaysian 
student community in Australia. 

• Founded in April 2001 in Sydney, Australia. 

• Officially recognised by the Malaysia Ministry of Higher 
Education through the Education Department of the Consulate of Malaysia in 
Australia known as Education Malaysia Australia (EMA). 

MASCA is more than a student representative council. MASCA is driven by a team of highly 
enthusiastic and motivated students. We aspire to build a strong and united Malaysian 
community in Australia while forging close relations with the Australian community. 

MASCA is established across 6 States and 1 Territory (except Northern Territory). MASCA 
is for all rakyat (people) Malaysia in Australia regardless of their backgrounds, students 
and non-students alike. Our state chapters are very active in organising successful events 
every year to promote Malaysian values and cultures to Australian and international 
community (e.g. Malaysian Summit of Australia (MASA), Citra Malaysia in Brisbane, etc.). 

Mission 

For MASCA, as one, to bring meaning to the experience of Malaysian students in Australia. 
Vision 

• To facilitate the interaction and unification of various Malaysian student bodies 
and their members in Australia. 

• To develop and equip the future leaders of Malaysia with the necessary skills. 

• To promote the spirit of Malaysia amongst the Malaysian student community and 
the wider Australian community. 

Slogan 

"Charting the way for Malaysians down under!" 

For more information on MASCA, please visit our website: www.masca.org.au 
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